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part had been seaded-over:the area.
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. .sary to establish a bank in this community. Phus-the first
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as President, He wasfollowed by Mr. C. H. Reeder as president, ajid in * =i

1932 ‘Mr. H. Sayre Wheeler became president, At this time, since the

to the First State Bank in M the-(

Co. sold their interest, -and Mr. A, H: Brannon-bg me-presideant,.
The name at -this time was changed to the Miami Sprin gs Bank. In
1948, the interest was ag%l{n sold to the present management;:which
Is affiliated with First-National Bank of Miami,-and-ini951, te
-bank was moved to new-quartersin Hialeah, and has now becomé the .
Hialeah-Miami Springs Bank,--thus completing Tts cycle ii naties,

The fown at this ime was growing. Mr. Curtiss, having heard _ ‘[RAk: AT K s s v

! Arthur Pryor the emminent musician, decided that the town could -
] support a cultural institution, and arranged for Mr. Pryor to move =
to-this erea. A huge bandstand carxying out the pueblo-motiff was -
erected in the circle, and Mri Pryor installed as bandleader. Mr.
Pryor lived just acfoss the river'in Hialeah and held practice in the
cuppola topped holise that is stll-standing. Cultyre ‘held forth until
an unfortunate ineident oceurred: The-bandstand -caught on fire, dnd

in the midst of a downpour, burned,tol}n%;ggjpuigpi

transits in this vast field of sawgrass. Bulldings'that were first con-
structed, carried out the pueblo design, We can'see many instances
: of - tm Kiday, In our-towd hall, Miami Battle Creek, the Curtiss *
A Administration building, and the Clune Bldg. 1922 was a flood year,

e g mEt—— .

L : t the building that bears his name decided that -
L it would never have water inside, should another flood oceur,amd -

that Is the reason that it stands 3 ft. above ground level. This build-
ing now houses the Miami Springs Pharmacy.

bags of grass seed, mixed with slips of paper so tliby could?tell v?iil’ch'\ |

‘At this fime, the OleAta Lodge Bundln"g‘l,iaﬂ given way to the Pirst = &
ip=Hialoal—Be oltitl =
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opened in Jan, 1925 by G: H, Curtissand ABsociités With MEF Gurtlss

rated, it was necessary to'chinge thie na*ﬁ;ia 3

It is difficult to- Imagine these meh-SEttingsip:thelr Stakésdnd ~

Work was sfarted on the golf course;and-Seminoles-who-were. . .

' hired by Mr. Bright to plant the grass on this couxse toiled by day,
i and by night sprgad tiieir blankets on-theconcrete-sidewalks-in-front

of the general store, for- sleeping. The -counfry. clubhouse was.built, ~ .

and the Oleeta Lodge, which In time .was utilizad &s the bank build-
ing. The site of the presenttownhallwas first used as a storage house
for building. supplies,-as construction moved further from the circle.
One interesting landmark, that has since come and gone, was the -
“Arablan Nights® cabaret, that stood on Westward Drive, a few doors.
up from the -Miami-Springs ‘Womanls..Club, This building was a
casualty of the 1926 hurricane butifs ‘steps-can still be seen to this
day, a monument to days that are pask Mr. Curtiss teok an active
interest in the construction ofall of the early buildings, and as a matter
of fact supervised the construction of many of our-early landmarks.
He was_proud of the community that.he was building, and being a
photographer of some -note, personally_took roll after roll of film,
recording the progress of@ach bulldingasweltas bringing in commer-
cial photographers to put this history of-progress on film,

{ At about this time, the -pontoon bridge that linked:Hialeah with
" -Countrv -Club Estates: -was—renlaced hv a narraw stasl’and concrets.
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~ The Administration Building™ of the Curtiss-Bright Com
first Town Council Meeting on August 25, 1926, The site i
parking lot. ) ] .

Mr. Curtiss’ first home in Florida was builtin Hialeah in th
Park section, but In 1925 his new and larger liome in Countr
Estates was completed. ‘This is the beautiful estate on Deer Rw
occupled by Miami Springs Villas, one of the showplaces,of the |
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